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FOR THE 


City Orphans. 


AND 


> 


Paiſoners foz Debt, 


Humbly Offered 
To this Preſent Parliament. 


Levit. 25.35, 36. If thy Brother be waxen poor, and fallen ints 
decay with thee, then thou ſhalt relieve him 3 yea though he be 4 
ſtranger, or a ſojourner, that he may live with thee, Take thou 
0 uſury of him, nor increaſe 3, but fear thy God, that thy Bro- 
ther may live with thee, 

Prov. 31. 8, 9. Open thy mouth for the dumb, ia the cauſe of all 
appointed to deſtruftion ; open thy mouth, judge righteouſly, plead 
the cauſe of the poor and needy. 

Pſalm 82. 4. Deliver the poor and needy, ard rid them out of the 

hand of the wicked. 
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A Plea for the City Orphans, and Priſoners for 
Debt, humbly offered to this preſent Parliament. 


H E following Sheets being the Caſe 
and humble Petition of Charity tor 
Orphans and Priſoners, I could not 
long heſitate the Queſtion,to whom 
it ſhould be addreſſed, for that your 
Honours by the good Providence 
of God,and their Majeſties Princely 
Care now Aſſembled in Parliament, 
are to be Eyes to the blind, Ears to the deaf, and Feet 
to the lame, and are the proper Phyſicians in our //- 
racl, who have the making and diſpenſing the Balm of 
Gz/ead, tor health to the Nations, Fer. 4. 22. This Pa- 
trociny is your righr, and as this Addreſs is to you alone 
due, fo in all humility their Caſe is humbly laid before 
you : Theſe, like Moſes under his Bulruſh Canopy, lie 
weeping and imploring your Aid, Quality and Caſe, 
carry with them the Motives of your Acceptance 3 
your Jaſtice, in their behalf, is attended witi richeſt Re- 
wards from the free Bounty of him, by whom, ana tor 
whoſe Glory, were all things created, and by whom all 
things ſubſilt, Ce/. i. 16,17, Who is mercitul and jult, 
Exod. 34 6, 7. Charity or brotherly Love, 1s bowels of 
Compaſſion to all the neccſſitous Objects, with like Zeal 
tor thcir citetual Supply and Reliet, according to 
the ſeveral Exegencies of their Caſe and Condition, 
under Want, Oppreſſion, or any other Dillrels : 
The bountitul Creator having made Mia in its own 
Image, 


(2) 

image, vhich the 50) Apoiiic informs, was Righteouſ- 
nefs, i: .c Hoilr ei; 4. IAC 1COge, Frh. 4.24 Col. 
2.16, Hin'v Wil art iatal Experience te'l us, that Man 
by his  poſiecy Cdctauid that glorious Image, with all 
the Inliciions of Corruption, but that by Irce Grace he 
is rf ored in Chriſt Jeſus, and made a New Man, 2 Cor. 
5.17. ani; thus, as united to God, 1s made partaker of 
the Divine Nature, which by the holy Apoſtle 1s Love ; 
God is owe, and he that awelleth in love, dwelleth in God, 
ant God dw-lleth in him, 1 John 4.8, 16. And as by the ho- 
iy Evangeliſt, Union is that Bounty of Divine Goodneſs, 
which 12 Chriſt Jeſus, unites the renewed to God, Fohn 
17.21, 23. and makes them participants of the Divine 
Nature. Hence we may calculate the ExtraQtion of theſe 
Chriſtian Graces, from no leſs, than from the Royal 
Stock, of Primative Goodnefis ; and may, without blaſ- 
phemy or preſumption, account them deſcended from 
the Family of Heaven, and are the Badges of the Genera- 
tion of the firſt born. Their Quality can be no leſs ex- 
ccllent than their Extraction is noble, for that they muſt 
be endowed with all the Ornaments and Advantages 
which can conſiſt with the Divine Image, in the renewed 
Man, in fo far as the frail vehicle of Mortality, ſubject 
to InFrmities, can be capable of ; and this we find 
ſtrongly vouchcd by Scriprure, and Expcrience of the 
chcartul Combatants in Chriſt's Militant Church in all 
Ages, who warmed and filled with that inextinguiſhable 
fervent of Love, and indiſlolvable Bond of Unity by Faith 
in Chri!! Jeſus, have viftoriouſly fougat more Battels, 
and accompliſhed more noble Exploits, than ail the 
Herocs of Anrnent Times, as we may fee recorded in 
that 11th chapter of the Epilile to the Hebrews, beſides 
infinite other Inſtances, and albeit it be a truth, that all 
the graces of the Spirit are like Zipocrites T wins, Which 
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are ſo united in Nature and Sympatliy, as they cannot h4 
ſeparate, ſo they at all jointly in a Licath, tor tho- tie 
renewed Man is not truſting to one or two {:og'e gra: 24 
only, but is compleat in Chriſt Jeſus, ber 5 nande co 4 
formable to the Image of him who created ':;n, Rom, 8, 
v. 29. Nevertheleſs thele are the Champions, vo ep 
the Steerage, and puth torth to valarous | x4:0iis, as 
well in ſutfering as a&ting; and the holy Apoi.ie, ran- 
ger to no grace, but well acquainted with the ric CO: 


penſation of heavenly bounty, largely avprc. 5 of 


Charity above al! graces and endowments, and 9j :' 
three Champion graces, Faith, Hope, and Che:ity, he 
gives the preheminence to Charity, and fo mu-1, r.:at 
ſuppoſing the caſe, that he had all graces, and &: i +yant 
Charity, he ſhould be nothing wuhour it, 1 Cor. : 2 

And in thar further Encomum of it, he calls Charity 
or brotherly Love the fulfilling of the whole Law, Rom. 
13. 10. And this of loving our neightLour as vur fclf, 
the other holy Apoltle calls the Royal Law, James 2. 8. 
by way of excellency ; theſe heavenly Twins, eſpecially 
that of Charity, are not only eminently excellent, tor 
that they are ſuch unquenchable flames of ardency af- 
ter the holy Majeſty of God, as from him, and fich i» 
love of him, Cant. 2. to 7. ch. 8.6, 7. And that as Mem- 
bers of him, and for his ſake, their bowels 1well with 
compaſiion and ſympathy towards all the Children of 
Miſery, in condoling Aftlictions, comforting the wound- 
en in ſpirit, athſting in counle], extending of wiſhes, 
and pitying their condition, and protetiing their hearty 
ſenſe of others miſery, but more particulariy in extenfive- 
neſs of their a&tual ſympati.y,and largenels of their Souls, 
with ſupplies-ſuitable to the Exegence of their Brethten ; 
and as they know they are not only to love in withes 
and words, but alſo 11 dceds, they look on all Obju«&:; 
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of Compaſſion, and Subjes of Miſery, as under their 


care and proviſion, and, ſo far as they are capable, they 
warm them nor, by telling, be ye warmed, and be ye 
fed, and by giving them nothing, but effe&tually ex- 
tend to them the bowels of ſupply, elſe they know 
wiſhes profit not, James 2. 15, 16, They loſe the bands 
of wickedneſs, they undo the heavy burdens, they let 
the oppreſſed go: free, they break every yoke, they 
deal their bread to the hungry, they bring the Poor 
that are caſt out to their Houſes, | they cover the 
naked, they hide not themſelves trom their own fleſh, 
Iſa. 58.6, 7. they upbraid not the Priſoner, the Indi- 
gent and Oppreſled, with fraud, prodigality, or ſome 
uncharitable and criminous challenge, as Nadal did 
David ; There be many Servants uow adays, that break 
every one from hs Maſter; ſhall I then take of my 
bread, and my water, and my fleſh, that I have killed 
for my ſhearers, and give it unto men, whom 1 know 
mot whence they be 2 1 Sam. 25. 10,11. Neither are 
they like that unmercifal Servant, who had received 
great mercy of his Lord, and his Debt torgiven him, 
but would not ſhew compaſſion on his tellow-ſervanrt 
indebted to him, but caſt him into Priſon until he ſhould 
pay the Debt, Matth. 18, 24. to the end. Charity 1s 
that good Samaritay, who in his Journey found a Man 
wounded by Thieves, took him up, dreſſed his wounds, 
and laid him on his own Beaſt, carricd him to tas Inn, 
provided for him, in his miſery ana impotence, with- 
out expoſtulating his imprudence, or cauſe of miſchict, 
but took pity of his miſery, and gave him ſupplies 
ſuitable to his condition, Lake 10. Charity was the im- 
pulſe of theſe, who in feeding his Brethren, fed Chrift, in 
clothing them, clothed him, in viſiting them in ſickneſs 


and impriſonment, viſited him, to whom tur reward of 
their 


CY 


their Charity, he placed on his right hand, and gave 
them the Crown of Life, Matrh, 25. 3. to the end. 
Charity confines not it f{clt to the rich and honourable 
in doing good offices, but extends ir ſclf to all, and 
loves his Brother as himſelf, James 2. to 11. is not tied 
to the Rich, who can acquir him with the like good of- 
figes, to the grateful, who will acknowledge and com- 
mend him, nor to friends, to whom he is obliged, or 
may be related unto, bur his libcrality and bounty is 
freely extended to all the Objects of Pity, Impotency, 
or Indigency, to Strangers as well as Relations, Enemies 
as well as Friends, nether expects or requires any other 
qualification in the Objects of his Benevolence than their 
Neceſlities. And as this Champion grace of Charity 
and Love, is the ſource of all other Chriſtian Perfe&tions, 
which complete the Man of God in Chriſt Jeſus; ſo this 
Siſter Twin of Union, that heavenly Twig of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Vine and Tree of Life, Joh 15. 1. as it fo 
much reſembles that Myſtical Union and PerfeC&tion of 
the holy Trinity, which, though three, are individuably 
one, and agree in one, 1 John 5. 7, 8. is that holy Ce- 
ment, by which the whole Myſtical Body of Chriſt is 
joyned, t:xed, and compacted together, to nourith, 
ſtrengthen, comfort, and uphold one another, as Mem- 
bers of the fame Body, and all Members of one another, 
Epheſ. 4. 16,25. And are grafted and united in God by 
Chriſt Jeſus, John 17. 231, 23. ſo that as the Extraction 
and Pedigree of theſe holy Plants of renown, their ex- 
ccllent nature, ornaments, and qualities, afford Motives 
to induce your acceptance of their ProteCtion and Ad- 
dreſs for Reliet; ſo may tlie Bleſſings and Advantages 
attending the ſame; Bleſſed is the man that confidereth 
the poor, the Lord will deliver him in the time of trouble, 
the Lord will preſerve him, and keep him alive, and he 
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ſhall be bleſſed upon the Earth, and thou wilt not deliver 
him into the will of his Enemies; the Lord will ſtrengthen 
him upon the Bed of languiſhinsg * thou wilt make all his 
Bed in ſickneſs, Plal. 41.1, 2, 3. He hath diſperſed, he hath 
given to the Poor ; his Righteouſneſs endureth for ever ; 
his Horn ſa} be exalted with hoyour, Pſal. 112. 9. The 
liberal Soul ſhall be made fat, and he that watereth, ſhall 
be watered alſo himſelf, Prov. 11.25. He that deſpiſeth 
his neightour ſinneth, but he that hath mercy on the Poor, 
happy is he : He that oppreſſeth the Poor, reproacheth his 
Maker, but he that honoureth him, hath mercy on the Poor, 
Prov. 14. 21. & 31. Wheſo mocketh the Poor, reproacheth 
his Maker ; and he that u glad at calamities, ſhall not be 
urpuniſhed, Prov. 17. & 5. Remember them that are in 
bonds, as bound with them ; and them which ſuffer adver- 
ſity, as being your ſelves alſo in the body, Heb. 13. 3. Pure 
and undefiled Religion before God, and the Father, is this, 
to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widdows in their affliftions, 
James 1. 27. {f there be among (t you a poor man, cf one of 
thy Brethren, within thy Gates in thy Land, which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, thou ſhalt not harden thy heart, 
or ſhat thy hand from thy poor Brother, but thou ſhalt open 
thy hand wide unto him, and fhall ſurely lend him ſufficient 
for his need, in that which he wanteth. If thine Eye be 
evil againſt thy poor Brother, and thou giveſt him nought, 
and he cry unto the Lord againſt thee, it ſhall be fin unto 
thee, thuu ſhalt ſurely give him, and thine heart ſhall not 
te grieved when thou giveſt unto him, becauſe that for this 
thing, the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee, inall thy works, 
and in all that thou putceſt thine hand unto ; therefore I 
command thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt open thine hand wide 
unto thy Brother, to the poor, and to the needy in thy 
Land, Deut. 15 7. to 12, Execute Judgment, and Righ- 
teouſneſs, and deliver the ſpoiled ont of the hand of the 


Oppreſſor, 
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Oppreſſor, and do uo wrong, do no violence to the Stranger, 
Fatberleſs, nor Widdow, for if ye do this thing indzed, 
then ſhall there enter in by the Gates of this Houſe, Kings 
fitting upon the Throne of David, ridng in Chariots, and 
on Horſes, he, and his Servants, and his People , but if ye 
will not hear theſe words, I ſwear by my ſelf, ſaith the 
Lord, that this Houſe ſhall become a Deſolation, ſer. 22. 
to 10, | 

Thus, as the high Birth, and eminent Qualities of 
theſe Noble 1 wins, may induce your acceptance of their 
proteCtion, and the manifold promiſes of bleſſings above 
mentioned, may be juſt encouragements for ſo doing, it 
15 hoped that ſuch1s the goodneis of God to theſe Nations, 
that Charity, Love, and Union, have ſo many Friends 
and Zeaious Lovers, and the Honour of God, Intereſt 
and Glory of the Nations, being ſo much at ſtake in this 


. caſe,as the advancement of Juſtice, Power, and Purity of 


Religion, and the firm quiet of the Nations, that it need 
not be feared that God will ſo much deſert theſe Nations 
( tor whomto the great praiſe of his Glory and Goodneſs 
he hath done ſogreat things ) as to leave them withouta 
Parliament, whoſe cluet butineſs ſhall be like good Fa- 
thers of the Common-wealth, to ſet before them the 
Glory of God, happineſs-of the Nations, and the peace- 
able enjoy ments ot the Glorious Goſpel, the ſolid Peace 
and Tranquility of the Nations, in ſuppreſiing fin and op- 
preſſion, and providing ſuitable Remedies to preſent and 
emergent Diſtempers; and as the doing of Righteouſneſs, 
and Juſtice, 1s attended with the foregoing Bleſſings, ſo 
the omiilion of ſuch Duties is attended with no leſs Dire- 
ful Comminations of Wrath, and Judgment. Z7f thou 
forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto Death, and 
theſe that are ready to be /lain, if thoa ſayeſt, behold we 
knew it not, doth not he that pondereth the heart conſider 
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it, and he that keepeth thy ſoul doth not he know it, and 
ſhall not he render to every man according to his works > 
Prov. 24. 11, 12. He that giveth unto the poor ſhall not 
lack, but he that hideth his Eyes ſhall have many a Curſe, 
' Prov. 28. 27. Whoſo flopeth his Fars at theCry cf the 
Poor, te alſo ſhall Cry himſelf, but ſhall not be heard, 
Prov. 25. 13. Defend the Poor and Fatherleſs, do Juſtice 
to the Affl:ifted and Needy, deliver the Poor and Needy, 
rid them out of the hand of the Wicked, Pſalm $2. 3, 4. 7e 
ſhall not afflitt any Widdow or Patherleſs Child,if thou af- 
flit them in any-wiſe, and they Cry at all untome, IT will 
ſurely hear their Cry, my Wrath ſhall wax hot, and I will 
kill you with the Sword, and your Wives ſhall be Widdows, 
and your Children Fatherleſs, Exo. 22. 22, 24,24. Hence 
ve ſee the manifold bleſſings from Heaven, attending 
Mercy, Juſtice, Charity, and Unity, and likewiſe the 
Direful Commination of Wrath, and Judgments, and 
wotul Inconveniences, agd Diſadvantages which follow 
Oppreſſion, contention, and Diviſion : And as it is the 
natural quality of all Men, to defire the happy Eſtate 
and Condition as well to themſelves, as to the Nations 
where their Lot is, ſo is it the Incumbent Duty of all, to 
obviate what in them lyeth, Judgments, threatned for 
unrepented Iniquity, as well by perſonal Reformation, 

as Publick Acts of Juſtice, by ſuch perſons as are capa- 
ble thereof by their Stations, and therefore. it 1s thar to 
you Appeal for Charity, Juſtice and Relief is made, for as 
it is not a little; the happineſs of theſe Nations, that 
their Nobles are of themſelves, and they are their own 
Legiſlators, as well in reviving decayed, or rectifying 
what may be amiſs, or defeCtive in tormer, as ercCting 
new Laws, ſo 1n this junCure, no ſmall ExpeRations 
are from you; the Nations have lately been in the neareſt 
Criſis, to a total Convultion, and to have been (wal- 
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lowed up in the Gulph of Popery,: and Arbitracy ; and 
although by the never enough admirable hand of Provi- 
dence, and the Noble and Charitable Interpoſition of their 


Majeſties ſtop hath been put to an apparent deſolation, - 


and fome ſteps are made to reeſtabliit the Nations, in 
the Tranquil Enjoyment of Religion and Property, ne- 
vertheleſs the long growing Corruptions, and the habitu- 
al PraCttice of Sin, and Wickednets in the Nations, and 
notorious and innumerable tranſgreſſions, by Perſons of 
all Qualities, and Conditions, as well againſt God, as 
our Neighbour, is arrived at that height, that without 
ſpeedy repentance, and correction of many Enormities, 
we may have juſt caule ro fear, that we have not efcaped 
our Danger, but that the Cloud we were threatned with, 
may be but the earneſt of our miſery ; ſo that as you 
are the Truſtees of the Nations, your Trult is to be Eyes to 
the blind, Ears to the deaf, and Fcet to the lame. It 15s 
expected that you will Carefully, and Narrowly Inſpc& 
not only the Conſtitution, as to ſecurity of Religion and 
Property, and hear Complaints Impartially, but that you 
will carefully apply ſuch Remedies tothe preſent Duttem- 
pers, as may beſt ſuit the ſeveral Caſes, as well in Rela- 
lation to Duty towards God, as our Neighbour ; and as 
you are in ſuch Publick Truſt, and Eminent Capacity, 
Omiſlion of Duty in this Caſe, far ſurmounts a Perſonal 
Tranſgreſſion ; for as God commanded the Prophet Zze- 
kiel to warn the Ifraclites,that if the Watchman give war- 
ning of the approaching Sword, and he that is warned 
taketh not heed thereunto, his blood ſhall be upon his 
own head; but if the Watchman doth not warn, and 
Judgment come, then the Blood of the People not war- 
ned, ſhall be required at the Warchmans hands, Exe. 33. 
to tenth, The Application will Quadrate exa&tly ro you 
now haying Tn and Opportunity, it wholſom preven- 
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tions of enſuing Miſchiets, and due CorreCtives of 
preſent Eviis, be not now by ycu provides, and the 
people tor the tuture be thereby Enfnarcd, your Repu- 
tation will be loſtin your Country, and God will charge 
the Enſuing Miſchiects to you and your Families. We 
ſee the Prophet Hoſea chargeth, Prieſts, and Rulers, 
for being a ſnare in Mizpeh, and the net ſpread upon 
Taber, and that the Princes of Jadauv, were like them 
thit remove the bound, 7herefare will 7 pour out my 
IWrath upon them like Water, Hoſra 5. 1, 10, Rulers 
and Teachers, are Snares, either by Ill Example, or 
not Executing Juſtice to enſnare others by the Impunity 
of .ſome, the bound is removed, either by breaking 
down the due Land-mark, or by ſetting the bounds of 
property impartially, both are alike ſinful bef1e God. 
Male Adminiſtration in Rulers, is Sin of a deep Dye, 
tor that it doth not only ſtain their own Perſons, but the 
conſequence alio is wrath upon others. Wo to them which 
Juſtifie the wicked for reward, and take away the Kighte- 
ouſneſs of the Righteous from him, therefore as the Fire 
dewoareth the Stubble, and the Flame conſumeth the Chafſf, 
ſo their Root ſhall be as Rottenneſs, ana their Bloſſom 
ſhall go up as Duſt, becauſe they caſt away the Law of 
the Lord of Hoſts, and deſpiſed the Word of the Holy 
One of Iſrael, therefore is the Anger of 'he Lord kindled 
againlt his people, and he hath ſtretched forth his hand 
againſt them,and hath ſmitten, aud the Hilis ſhall tremble, 
and their Carkaſſes were Torn in the midſt of the Streets, 
for he will lift up an Enſign to the Nations from far, and 
will Hiſs unto them from the Ends of the Earth, and be- 
hold they will come with ſpeed ſwiftly, none ſhall be weary 
or ſtumble amongſt them, none jrall ſlumber nor ſleep, 
Ifa.5.21. to the end. The leaders of this People cauſe them 
to Err, and they that are led by them are deſtroyed, there- 
fore 
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fore the Lord ſhall have no joy in their Toung Men, nei- 
ther ſhall he have mercy ou their Fatherleſs, aud Widdows; 
and the Prophet ſhall be as the Fuel of the Fire, no man 
Shall ſpare his Brother, and they ſhall Eat the Fleſh of his 
own Arm, 1a. 9.16, tothe end. The Law isſlackned and 
Fudgment doth not go forth, for the Wicked doth compaſs 
about the Righteous, therefore wrong Judgment procee- 
deth; behold amongſt the Fieathen and regard, and wondey 
mrarvelouſly, for I will work a work in your days, which 
ye will not believe though it be told you, for I will raiſe 
up the Caldeans againſt you, that bitter aud haſty Nation, 
which (all march through the breadth of the Land, to 
poſſeſs the dwelling places which are not theirs, they are 
terrible and dreadful, their Judgment and their Dig- 
nity, ſhall proceed of themſelves ; their TTarſes are ſwif- 
ter than the Lecpards, and are more fierce than Evening 
Wolves, and Ply as the Eagle that haſterh to Eat; their 
Paces ſhall ſup up the Faſt Wind, and they ſhall gather 
the Captives as the $ and, and they, hall Scoff at the XK ings, 
and Princes fhall be as Scorn to taem, they ſhall deride 
every ſtrong bold, for they ſhall heap duſt and take it, Hab. 
1.4. to 11, Hear ye Heads of the Houſe of Jacob, and 
Princes of the Honſe of Iſracl, that abhor Judgment and 
// Equity, and build up Zion with blood, and 
J wth iniquity, the Heads thereof Judge for re- 
ward, and the Prieſts thereof Teach for Hire, and the 
Prophets Divine for Money, yet will they lean upon the 
Lord, and ſay, is not the Lord amongſt us 2 therefore ſhall 
Zion for your ſakes be Ploughed as a Field, and Jeruſa- 
lem as a Forreſt, Micah }. 

From theſe and other innumerable places in holy Writ, 
we find the ſins of Nations, are not only 1n the individu- 
als, but that the Predominant wickedneſs of Nations, 


are aſcribed chiefly to the Rulers and Teachers, for that. 
tize 
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the leachers are by their DoQrine and good example, 
do Inftru, and the Rulers, by ſound Laws to ſet 
Boundaries and Corre& Offences, and by exemplary 
converſation do encourage Obedience to the Laws of 
God and the Nations, and we ſee frequently in holy 
Wrir, what fearful Judgments have been pourcc| ferth 
upon a People, tor the fins of their Rulers, for that th= 
Sins of Rulers, either by their ill Example, encourage 
Wickedneſs in others, or by their not making ſuitable 
Law's to correct the Enormities of the People, or by 
not executing the Laws againſt them, give Scope to 
Wickedneſs, from the impunity of Offenders, and 
provoke the Juſtice of God againſt the Nations, for want 
of Juſtice in their Rulers, but better things are hoped 
for from you, who having before you the long ſeries 
of Male Adminiſtration of the former Reigns, and the 
Great Liberty that is taken in At&s of Oppreſſion, and 
Injuſtice, and that now you have the Power 1n your 
hands to make the Nations happy : Great things are 
expected, for redreſſing of Grievances, and laying a firm 
Foundation of Peace, and happy ſettling of the Govern- 
ment, in a firm Enjoyment of the Goſpel, and the laſting 
Peace and Quiet of theſe Kingdoms, to the glory of 
God, Honour of their Majeſties, and Univerſal Content 
and Happineſs of the Nations. And as on this Subject of 
Charity there may be many things proper tor your con- 
ſideration, I ſhall humbly offer theſe two. 

Firſt, That of the Caſe of the Orphans of the City of 
Z ondon, whoſe Eſtates are in the hands of the City. 

Secondly, That of the Priſoners for Debt, in the feve- 
ral Priſons throughout the Kingdom of Enz/and. 

As to the firſt, If we duly conſider the Intention of 
the Citizens of London, in lodging their Childrens Pro- 


viſions in the Chamber of Zoxdox, and the City's _— 
0 


en 


\J 1 bo 9 > nn DP WW _ TW w_ VS OT ET 


4 


me? OY 


d 


C22 ) 

of having a power to call in rc 13:12 to the Chamver. 

We cannor but ſuppoſe, that ttc Faihers being 1 raders, 

and in a Fiiterni:y dl Dottum their defign in priidence, 

on ihe Chzritable Opinton, that their | tellow Citizens, 

who might ſurvive thein, would do by their Children, as 

they ſhou!d expect to have their own Children dealt by, 

and would love their Neighbour, as themſclves, did ra- 

ther chuſe to have their Eſtates ior their Childrens Pro- 

viſion, lodged with a Relation in Trade, and circum- 

Nance, than with Strangers, and that originally the Ciry 

doubtleſs, had honourable and juſt Intentions, to preſerve 

the Orphans Eſtates, take care of their Education, diſ- 

poſe of them to Trades, and. Matches ſuitable to their 
Quality and Eſtates, which was accordingly done for a 
long while, much to the honour and wealth of the City, 
and adyantage to the Orphans, fo as the Security of the 
Chamber of Lodox, was thought the beſt of the King- 
dom, at ſuch a rate, that Lodo» Orphans, were lookt 
upon as the beſt Matches, and were accordingly courted 
and preferred; but alas we may complain with the 
Church, /Zow is the Gold become dim? how is the moſt fine 
Gold changed 2 the precious Sons of Zion, comparable to 
fine Gold, how are they eſteemed as earthen Pitchers 2 The 
Daughter of my People is become cruel like the Oftrich in 
the Wilderneſs. The Tongue of the ſuckling Child cleaveth 
to the roof of bis mouth, for thirſt ; yea the young Children 
ask bread, and no man breaketh it to them: They that did 
feed delicately, are deſolate in the ſtreets : They that were 
brought up in Scarlet , embrace Dunghils, Lam, 4. to 6. For 
that ſince the unhappy tate Civil Wars, the People have 
been tainted with different perſwafions, and ſplit into 
different Intereſts, wickecneſs and ſelFintereſt prevailing, 
and doubtleſs by exceſs of prodigality, or Male Admini- 
ſtration, the Cit» is fallen to decay, at leaſt in its pub- 
C lick 
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lick Stock, and Cath, the Chamber dreined, and ſhut up, 
the Orphans deprived of Supplies from their own, are 
expoſed to great hardſhip, and ſome to moſt neceflitous . 
traits and wants, and that without any probability or 
hopes of retrieval, unleſs the Lord by his marvelous 
Lounty diſpoſe your hearrs, to be the Father of the Fa- 
therleſs in this their day of great affliction. Now in this 
inſtance may your Honours ccntider wien moſt of thoſe 
of the City, live at eaſe, ſplendor and fulneſs, and theſe 
poor Orphans, whoſe Fathers were once in like quality 
and opulency with others, now in the beſt rank, are 
expoſed to ſuch ſtraits, and robbed of their all, and no 
proviſion made for their Relief; Is there not cauſe to 
complain that the Sea-Monſters, who draw out the 
breaſts to their little ones, are kinder than the Citizens 
of Loxdon, and that they are like the cruel Oſtrich, which 
robs and doth not pity 2 Doth not Charity go here a 
begging ? Is not this a reproach to Chriſtianity 2 Is it 
not a great ſtain to ſo tamous a part of Zyg/and? Doth 
not this weep aloud, like Moſes in his little Ark 2 Will 
aot the fighing of the Poor, and the groanings of the 
Orphans, cry aloud to Heaven 2 Hath he not promiſed 
to hear and avenge their Injuries 2 Te ſhall not affli any 
Wrddow or fatherleſs Child ; if they afflift them in any 
ways, aud they cry at all unto me, I will ſarely hear their 
Cry, aud my wrath ſpall wax hot, and TI will kill you with 
the Sword, and your Children ſhall be fatherleſs, and your 
Vives Widdows, Exod. 22.22, 23,24. 1 will be a ſwift 
WWitze/s againſt ſuch as eppreſs the Widdow and the Father- 
/eſs, Mal. }. 5. Wherefore that the Oppreſſed may be 
rclicved, and the Judgments threatned may be averted, 
2nd you the Nations and Poſicrity may have the bleſ- 
fings promiſed ro Charity and Juſtice, theſe Orphans 
make their Appeal to you; I ſhall not preſume to dire&t 
| You 


Ip, 
re 
Jus 
or 
ous 
Fa- 
Is 
oſe 
ele 
ity 
are 
no 
the 
ens 
1ch 
e 2 
S It 
oth 
Vil 
the 
iſed 
any 
any 
heir 
pith 
your 
witt 
her- 
be 
ted, 
Mleſ- 
1ans 
rect 
you 


rable bv the rational 


( 15) 
you the Methods for this Relief, whether by a Tax on 
the City only, ſeeing the fame is ſo much otherwiſe in- 
cebted ; or whether by other ſupplementary Taxes, your 
illuſtrious, numerous and wiſe Aſſembly, doubtleſs, may 


' find Expedients ; only it is hoped, that in your wiſe and 


fatherly Compaſſion to theſe poor Orphans, and for re- 
pair of the honour of ſo famous a City as London, and 
keeping it in a condition to maintain its Government of 
ſo great a Body, Remedies ſuitable ſhall be provided,and, 
I believe there are none in the whole Kingdom of England, 
who would not contribute their Mite unto it; we ought 
in this caſe to copy the ſrael:tes practice, who through 
a great provocation had cut off almoſt the whole Tribe 
of Benjamin; nevertheleſs, in compaſſion to them, and 
that a Tribe ſhould not fail from amongſt the People of 
God, they contrived a Method to furniſh them with 
Wives, ſo as they might recruitand be\continued a Tribe 
in 7/7 ael, Jadg.21. So it is hoped ſuch ſhall be the-general 
Charity ofthe Kingdom in this caſe by your interpoſition. 

The next that call for your Charity, Compaſiton and 
Relief, is of a more numerous, and yet more miſerable 
People, the caſe of a Priſoner being one of the meſt 
pinching, hard, uneafie and miſerable conditions attend- 
ing this Mortal Life : And as Satan faid to God of Jos, 
Skin for Skin, and all that a man bath will he give for his 
life. lam fully aſlurcd there is no man of {ound ſenſe, 
that ever made any conſcience of improving his Talent, 
in Churci or State, Civii or Military capacity, or whom 
his Impriſonment hath made him fenfible of his daty to 
God, himſelf and ncighLour, who wou!d not redeem his 
Liberty, by ail law {u} mcans in his pover : Of all mans 
Aftkd&ions, lmprifonmeont hath the chick aggravations ; 
it reflrains a man from converic, which is moſt deii- 
man, as moſt| agreeable to tus 

C-2 nature ; 


( 16 ) 


nature ; as the Philoſopher defines man to be Animal 
Fociable. It reftrains them from the comforts in which 
he moſt delights, Relations, Friends, and moſt intimate 
Acquaintance ; it deprives him of the Improvemcnt of 
his Talent, for Religion, or Vertue, for God, the Com- 
mon- weairh, or his own Family, it abridgeth his com- 
fort in a!l other Enjoyments, it leſſens health, creates 
ſickn={s, dulls and oppreſſcth the vitals, often to fatal 
efte&ts of tiupidity, or melancholy diſtrattions, and ren- 
ders his condition in every reſpe& miſerable. And al- 
though it 15s true, that as man, ſince the Apoſtacy in 
Adam, is tainted with corruption, and his thoughts are 
evil, and only evil continually, Gen 6.5. And that his 
heart is deſperately Wicked, Jeremiah 17. And that his 
Impriſonment may be a juſt chaſtiſement from God for 
ſin, and that he ought with the Church, to acknowledge, 
In faithfulneſs haſt thou afflifted me, O Lord, and why 
(hould the living man complain ? man ſuffereth for his fin, 
Lam. 2.18. ch. 3. And with the Prophet ſhould fay, There 
zs no evil in the City, that the Lord hath not done, Amos 
2.6, and ſhould fay, 7 will bear the indignation of the 
Lord, becauſe T have ſtmed againſt him, until he plead 
my cauſe, and execute Judgment for me, Micah 9. 9. And 
for many other reaſons may the Lord juſtly wreath this 
heavy yoke to the neck of the beſt ; and as it may be in 
mercy and love to their Souls, they ought heartily and 
patiently to ſubmit thereunto, FEeh.12.5. to 12, Although 
Juſtice, Goodneſs and Mercy may be on God's part, yet 
often Injuſtice, Oppreſſion and Cruelty is on man's part, 
and men are to uſe what lawful means they can to re- 
trieve themſelves from ſuch hardſhip. In this caſe I jhall 

humbly offer theſe Intimations. 
Firſt, That in the Priſons in and about Zondon, and 
throughout the Kingdom of Eng/and there arc, by modeſt 
COmpu- 
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computation, Forty thouſand Priſoners for Debt, whereof 
one halt may, be ſuppoſed to have Wives and QCluldren, 
which will make up the whole number Sixiſcore thou- 
ſand Priſoners: Or of ſuch, who by reaſon of tiiz Hul- 
band and Father's Impriſonment, are no better than Pri- 
ſoners or Beggars in many reſpe&ts. 

Secondly, That of theſe Forty thouſand Priſoners, 
there be thouſands who have lived in good Credit, Im- 
ployments, Trades, and have had good Eſtates, and by 
ſuch their Eſtates, Induſtry and Ingenuity, they have 
been the Supporters and Maintainers of ſeveral Families, 
who have got Eitates under them, though they them: 
ſelves are now Priſoners, and are not, nor cannot be 
chargeable with Fraud, Cheatry, Oppreſlion, or other 
Injuitice towards others, nor of Prodigality, Riotouſneſs, 
Debauchery, or other ſuch deſtructive practice, but ei- 
ther by Loiles, Croſles in their Families, Injuſtice of 
others, and want of the due circulation of ſupplies, in 
the ſeveral ways of their dealings, are brought under 
Poverty and Debt, and being unable to make payment, 
are reduced to Imprifonment, and many of theſe Priſo- 
ners are not chargeable with juſt Debts, but maliciouſly 
proſecuted and detained in Priſon by vexatious Suits, and 
litigious Pretenſions. 

Thirdly, That of theſe Forty thouſand, many are cf 
good Families, of good Parts and Education, men of 
Ingenuity and Induſtry, brcd up in Learning, Trades, 
and other Employments, who, if at liberty, are capable 
to ſerve their Majeſties and Country, either in Eccle- 
ſiaſtick, Civil or Military capacities, and are neither in a 
condition to pay their Debts, or fub{ilt in Priſon, with- 
out ſupply from others, anu are under extream pinches; 
{traits and wants, who, by reaſon of the long continu. 
ance in Prifon, being torced toappiy wirnt they hag, Cy 
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could procure from otiers in Charity for Bread, and 
not able to pay tor Lodging, are thruſt into narrow 
holes, without Air, crouded with naſty and uneafie com- 
pan\, ſwarming with Vermin, being deprived of Air, 
and oppreſſed with ſtench, or infefted with diſternpers 
and ſic:ne(s, and hazard of tailing into inte&10us i lagues, 
to the danger of the Kingdom, and are in a perithing 
condition in many reſpeas. 

Fourthly, That many Creditors have ſeized the Per- 
ſonal Eſtate, and unjuſtly got into poſleſſion of their 
Debtors Real Eſtate, and thereafter Maliciouſly put and 
detained their Perſons in Priſon, purpoſely to make them 
uncapable to ſue for their Redreſs, or provide for their 
Family, and thereby are made a Burden tothe Common- 
wealth for Charity. 

Fitthly, That many, who through compaſiion of their 
Creditors are by help of others in Charity, have got 
themſelves diſcharged of the Actions upon them, and 
not able to pay their Priſon Fees, are 1ll detained in 
Priſon, and expoſed to ai! miſcrable hardſhips to Them- 
ſelves and Families, and in no leſs danger than of Star- 
ving under the inſupportable Burden of Cruel Confine- 
ment. Beſides all thele, the narroweſt of Charity muſt 
crant, that many Priſeners tor Debt lye under ſevere 
excerciſe of Conſcience, in remorſe for their Own and 
Nations Sins, and the ſenſe of their unhappineſs,that they 
cannot pay their Debts, and giadly would 1t they could, 
and having acknowledged. the hand of Juilice trom God, 
and bewailing their being burdenſom to others, would 
chearfully redeem their time 1n a Chriſtian and Verty- 
ous Improvement of their Talents to ſerve God Religi- 
ouſly, and be juſt to others, and uſeful to the Common. 
wcaalith, in their reſpective Capacities, merit Comput- 
ſion from your Honours and their moſt Obdurate Ad- 
verſarics. Theſe 


TS 

Theſe foregoing Inſiances of demonſtrable Truth, be- 
ing ſome part of that hard{hip, under which the poor 
Priſoners for Debt do lye, 1 thall humbly beg leave to 
offer theſe Conſiderations. 

Firſt, That it is demonſtrable, above all doubt, that 
Thouſands of the now Priſoners for Debt, are under to- 
tal Incapacity to pay their Debts, or ſubfiſt in Priſon 
without ſtarving, or periihing by reaſon of their Impri- 
ſonments; and can never poſſibly be in any capacity to 
pay their Debts, or make any manner ot proviſion ſor 
themſelves, or Families, while under thcir confinemear, 
and that thereby Thouſands of their Wives and Children, 
will be left in a ſtarving or begging Condition, to the 
great burden of the Kingdom, and Scandal of the Chri- 
{tian Religion. 

Secondly, That among(t theſe, are Thouſands, who it 
at liberty are capable of ſuch Employments, Trades, 
and would fo Imploy themſelves, that they may become 
capable of payment of their Dcbts, and maintaining of 
their Families, without being burdenſom to others. 

Thirdly, That in this time of War, it Priſoners were 
at Liberty, many would chearfully ſerveat Sea or Land, 
and ſuply the ſcarcity of Souldiers, and others would 
follow Employments, to increaſe the wealth of the Na- 
tions, and render them more able to bcar the neceſſary 
Taxes for War, and by their Liberty, Induſtry, and 
Ingenuity, free the Nations of their, and their Families 
Burthen, which isnot ſmall, befides many Hundreds of 
good Families, would take off the Reproach of their Fa- 
milies, under which they now Iye, as being Prifoners 
and Beggars, and would mcet with better cncourage- 
ment at Lib-rty, tian under Confin:ment. 

Fourthly, As it 15 unqueſtionably Trus, taat a Prifo- 
ner being in Execution for Debi, the Creditor hath no 
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tenet by his Imprifenment, but if at Liberty, what 
Eilace he may aſterward acquire, being liable to the pay- 
men: of jis Debts, the Creditor hath a benefitand no 
prejudice by his Liberty ; ſo then, if by the Goſpel pre- 
cept we ſhould de Good, for Evil, Mat. 5. 44. and not 
recompence Fruit with Fuil, and fhould not be overcome 
with Emil, but evercome Evil with Good, Rom. 12, 17. 
& 21, and if our Encmy hunger, we ſhould feed him, 
and if naked we ſhould cloath him, and it in Priſon, we 
ſhould wifit him, which is relieve him, Pro. 25. 21. How is 
that Royal Law ( love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, Fames 
2.8. ) tulflled by ſuch as in malice, and prejudice to his 
poor Debtor and Brother, detains him in Miſery when 
he himſelt neither hath, nor ever canexpect benefit by 
it 2and if the Common-wealth be prejudiced by this Im- 
priſonment, and by liberty may be ſerved, doth it not 
concern the Legiſlative Power, to lay handson ſuch Op- 
preſſors, and remove ſuch Nulſances : the caſe of Priſo- 
ners for Debt is worſe than that of a common Fellon, 
Traytor, or other Criminal Perſon, for that the Law 
hath provided for ſuch, that in a ſhort time, he muſt be 
acquitted or condemned, and the Habeas Corpus At, 
leaves not the King Power to detain any Criminal be- 
yond a Limited time, but muſt have his Tryal to Acquit- 
ral or Condemnation ; but a poor Priſoner for Debt, is 
confined withour Limitation of time at the will of the 
Creditor, though never ſo unreaſonable or malicious. 
We find amongſt the Jews by Gods expreſs Command, 
a year of Releaſe in courſe every Seventh Year, to the 
poor Debtors, in which the Creditor was obliged to 
_ rcleaſe his Debt, a? the end of every Seventh Tear, thou 
ſhalt make a Releaſe, and this is the manner of the Re- 
feaſe, Every Creditor that lendeth ought unto his Neigh- 


bour, he ſhall not exatt it of his Neighbour or of his Bro- 
ther, 
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ther, becauſe it is called the Lords Releaſe : Of a For” 
reigner thou mayeſt exact it again, but that which is thin® 
with thy Brother, thine hand ſhall releaſe Tent. 15. to 57 
Here we ſee how tender theLord was of the poor amongſt 
his People that chey might not be oppreſſed by the Rich- 
er, and therefore commands, that when any thing was 
borrowed, and the Debtor became unable to pay it, the 
Creditor was bound to diſcharge it, and not to put him 
co trouble for it ; beſides in the caſe of Poverty, It a 
poor man ſhould be Debtor, his very Creditor was 
bound by Charity to rclieve him, without reſpect to 
what favour he was to ſhew him, 1n releaſing of his 
Debt, in the enſuing Seventh Year. Thou ſhalt not har- 
den thy heart wor ſhut thine hand from ty poor Brother, 
but thou ſhalt open thy hand wide unto-himy and ſhalt ſurely 
lend him ſufficient for his need, in that which he wanteth : 
Beware that their be not a thought inthy Wicked Heart, 
ſaying, the Seventh Tear, the Tear of [Releaſe is at hand, 
and thine Eye be Evil againſt thy poor Brother, and thou 
giveſt him nought, and he Cry unto the Lord againſt thee, 
and it be ſin unto thee; thou ſhalt ſurely give him, and 
thine Heart ſhall not be grieved, when thou giveſt unto him 
Deut, 15.7, 8, 9; 10. 

But this Act of Favour humbly defired, isno releaſe 
of Debt but a perſonal Liberty, under an Obligation to 
pay the Debt whenable, whereas by the year of Releaſe 
above mentioned, the Debt was acquitted tor ever. 
That Charity in the Relieve of Siaves, merits a great 
commendation, and' js one of the great Ornaments and 
Glorics in the Chriſtian R-ligion ; for that theſe poor 
Slaves being deprived of Liberty, are fruſtrate of ahe 
Comtorts of tie Goſpel, and other Comtorts of Fiumane 
Life; and the. codition ofa Priſoner tor Debt 15no leis to 
be pitied, for let the cauſe of their lmpriſonment be ne- 
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ver ſo Innocent and Infuperable to them, they are under 
the hands of Cruel Oppreſlors, their unmerciful Credi- 
rors, with whom it 15 Impoſſible for them_ tg comply, 
under the Squeezing and 'Iyranny of Goalers ( ſome of 
which the crueliſt and worſt of men) brought to Davids 
condition, laid in the loweſt Fit, in Darkneſs in the 
Deep : Thou haſt put wine acquaintaiice far from me, 
thou haſt made me an Abomination unto them; I am ſhut 
ap and cannot come forth, accounted with them that go 
down into the Pit, as one that hath no ſtrength, free a- 
mongſt the dead, like the ſlain that lye in the Grave, who 
are remembred no more; thou haſt pat Lover, and Friend 
far from me, and my Acquaintance into Darkneſs, Fſalm. 
88. 

In former Reigns ſuch As for Perſonal Liberty have 
been granted, and it is uſual in all changes of Govern- 
ment, or new Acceſſions to Government, cſpecially on 
ſuch eminent Revolutions in Government, as lately in 
this Kingdom, to paſs Ads of Indemnity, even to Fel- 
lons attained of Atrocious Crimes, which have been 
Miſchievous to many of the Subjes, when the Liberty 
of {uch Villains, was the hazard ofa freſh Nuſance to 
the Nation; your Authority 1s no leſs, than that of the 
former Legiſlators, ſhall your Charity and Senſe of the 
Subjeas Miſery come ſhort of theirs? will you ſtreighten 
their Majeſties Bounty and Clemency, within what their 
Anceſtors have granted, and not encourage ſuch whoſe 
Miſery is great, neither through Villany, or other Siniſt- 
cr Practiſe, but by other caſual Misfortuncs, and whoſe 
Liberty cannot endanger, but much better the Com- 
mon- wealth 2 how ſhould you thinit to ward off from the. 
Nations, your Sclves, and Poſtcrity, the Woes dcenoun-+ | 
ccd againit Oppreſſion, ii you bird not up the hands of 
Oppreſlors, and looſe not rhe bonds of Wickedneſs, undo '« 
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not the heavy Burdens, and let not the Oppreſled g9 
frec2 if thus you do, your reward is with you, t/er /-all 
thy light breat forth as the Morning, and thine Health 
ſpring forth ſpeedily, aud thy Righteouſneſs ſhall go before 
thee; then ſhals thy Light ariſe in Obſcarity, and thy dark- 
neſs as the Noon-day; and the Lord ſhall guide thee conti- 
nually, and ſa:isfie thy ſoul in Drought, and make Fat thy 
Bones ; aud thou ſhalt belike a Watered Garden, and like a 
Spring of Waters, whoſz Waters fail not, Iſa. 58. 6, 
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Here happily it may be Objected, would Priſoners 
have the Parhament pay their D{bts 2 or how can they 
diſcharge other Mens Debts, which ſuch AC ofletting 
Priſoners go free would do ? beſides fo great Fraud, and 
ſo many ull PraQtifes were uſed on Colour of ſuch tor- 
mer Acts, that ſuch As were Encouragements to new 
Frauds, and it is feared ſuch may be uſed for the future, 
on like occaſion; and doubtleſs there are many Priſoners 
able to pay their Debts, who for their Liberty by ſuch 
Acts, would not ſtop at Perjury or Fraud. To all which 
it may be humbly anſwered, : 

Firſt, God torbid that poor Priſoners, ſhould for Cha- 
rity defire the prejudice of their BenefaC&tors; they de- 
ſire no more but Peter's Alms to the Lame Man, Ji/ver 
and Gold I have none, but what I have T give thee, inthe 
Name of Feſus Chriſt of Nazareth, Riſe up and Walk, A@s 
3. 6. thcy defireno other Boon, butro have their Fetters 
of Impriſonment Knocked off, which they humbly con- 
ceive you can, and hope will do ; and as the Power is in 
you, to rclieye a diſtreſſed Brother ; confider what the 


Scripture ſaith in the like caſe ; Whoſo hath this worlds 


good,and ſeeth his Brother hath need, and ſhutteth up his 
Bowels of Compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the love of 


God in him? 1 John 3. 17. no Worlds Good is more pre- 
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cious than Liberty, and Compaſſion canfiot be better ex- 
preficd, than in giving of it, 

Secondly, It is humbly conceived ſuch AC for perſo- 
nal Liberty, will be no diſcharge of the Debt, but thar 
it will ſtill lye as an Incambrance on a mans Eſtate, and 
no man of Conſcience or Prudence, will fail in perfor- 
ming the Condition periormable in luch an Aft; and 
will notrun the Hazard of forteiting the benefit of thar 
Act, by non-perforemance of what is rcquired therein ; 
and this is bur reſtraining one man from dving that Inju- 
ry which deſtroyeth his Brother, and doth no good to 
himſelfor any others ( fave to the Cruel Goaler ) doth 
not diſcharge the Debt, but Reitrains and Mollificth the 
ſeverity ot the Law, by giving perſonal Liberty after 
Execution and Impriſonment ; and ſuch Ike Corrcdives 
of the Sevcrity of the Law, 1s ufedevery day in Weſt- 
min{ter-Hall, by Writs of Error inthe Exchequer Cham- 
ber, and Bills in Chancery, how much more then may 
the Legiſlative Power do it, in our Neighbour Country 
of Holland ? The ſeverity of a Malicious Creditor,detai- 
ning his Debtor in Priſon, when not able to pay his 
Debts, is corrected by his being obliged to maintain his 
Debtor in Priſon; and in our Neighbouring Kingdom of * 
Scotland under their Majeſttes Obedience, there is a 
' ſtanding Law called ( Cefjio Bonoram ) whereby it is pro- 
vided, That if any perſon indebted, and not able to pay 
his Debts, be willing to aſſign his Eſtate, towaads the 
payment of his juſt Debts, he hath Writsin Courſe, to 
compel his Ctcdirors to accept an Aſſignment to his 
Eſtate, and upon Executing fuch Aſſignment to them, 
and depoſiting the ſame, with the Clerk 1n Court ; if he 
be in Priſon he is Gifcaarged in Courſe, and freed of 
tuture perſonal Ar:cit for tyat Debt, andit not Impriſon- 
2d, his Perfon 1s an protection of the Law that he cannot 


be 
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be touched ; theſe are not inſtanced in any preſumption 
to direct your Iluſtrious Aſſembly, or in any diſparage- 
ment to the wholſom Laws of England, but in all humi- 
lity to lay before your Honours, that although it is the 
happineſs of the People of Z»g/and, to Le under the beſt 
conſtitution of Government inthe World, and Laws moſt 
accommodate to theexigence of the Nation; nevertheleſs 
when all Ages by Revolutions of times, and incident ca- 
ſualties happen on mens Eſtates, which may not have 
fallen out in former times, and ſo could not be provided 
for; and all ſuccceding Parliaments find matter, either 
for aboliſhing, or correfting Old Laws and Cuſtoms, 
and of making new Laws ſuitable to Emergent Exegence ; 
it may not I hope be reputed preſumption, to lay before 
you the Laudable Cuſtoms of other Kingdoms and Com- 
mon-wealths, in tie tender ſenſe of their compaſſion and 
care for the relief of their afflicted Brethren, eſpecially 
when it may be of conſequence,in preventing the total de- 
iruction of ſo many of the Subjects as 1n this preſent caſe, 
& in this junQture,vobvious to all impartially ttznking men; 
and more eſpecially when from that abſolute and infalli- 
ble Legiſlator, we have. preſident of a more ſevere Cor- 
reaiveof Malice and Covetuouſneſs, and fuller relief of 
the Poor, in the forementioned year of Releaſe, where 
the Debt_was totally diſcharged then in this, where the 
perſonal Liberty is only deſired, without difcharge of 
the Debt. 

Thirdly, Suppoſe it may be vehemently ſuſpected 
that ſome Priſoners for Dcbt may be capable at preſent 
to pay their Debts, and may forſwear themſelves, to ob- 
tain the benefit of ſuch an Act, however it may be poili- 
tively affirmed, that thouſands are not able, and will 
for no advantage forſwear themſelves; and that itis a de- 


monſtrable Truth upon the view, that Thouſands are 
not 
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not able,and undcr no temptation to forſwear themſelves ; 
Charity would give aliowance to the more I:nocent fide; 
it 15 a leſſer fin to abſolve the guilty, than to condemn 
the Innocent ; Chrilt would not have the Tares pulled cut 
till the Harveſt, leſt the good Grain ſhould ſuffer by pul- 
ling them up, and that was to ſhew his Univerſal-com- 
pailion ; he is kind to the Unthankfu!, and to the Fuil, be 
3e therefore Merciful as your Father alſo is merciful, Luk. 
6. 25, 36. We find in that famous inſtance of the com- 
paſſion of God to that ſinful City of Sodem, that he 
would not deſtroy the Righteous with the Wicked, ut 
that for the ſake of 5o yea 10 Righteous Pcrions, he 
would have ſaved that great City wacrein were many 
Thouſands of Wicked Perſons, Gez. 18. 17. to the end; and 
God forbid but that amongſt the now Prifoners fer Debt, 
there. be many Righteous Perſons,and God forbid that 
they periſh with the Wicked, but that Charity ſhould 
lean to the ſafer fide, to fave the wicked for the Righte- 
ous ſake : Charity ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily provo- 
ked, thinketh no Ituil, 1 Cor. 13.5. beſides if fraud be 
ſuſpe&ted, the Parliament is wiſe enough to make ſuch 
fraud ſo Penal, that the DeteCtion thereof may make the 
Remedy of Liberty pnrchaſed at that rate, worſe than the 
Diſeaſe of Impriſonment ; and no man who hath experi- 
eaced the Miſery of Impriſonment will haſtily venture on 
ſuch Fraud. | 

The crueity of implacable Creditors is no ſmall Op- 
preſſion, neither will it be chargeable wholly to them, 
but the whole Nation ſhall ſuffer tor ſuch Iniquity, They 
Judge not the Cauſe of the Fatherleſs, nor the Ri;ht 
of the Needy do they not Judge ; fhall I not «it for 
theſe things ſaith the Lord 2 ſhall not my ſoul be r.en- 
ged on ſuch a Nation as this 2 Fer, 5.28, 29. O hoſe of 
David ſazth the Lord, Execute Judgement, and deliver 


him 
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him that is ſpoiled, out of the bands of the Oppreſſor, Jef 


my Fury go out like Fire, and &urn that none can (ueuch 
zt, Jer. 21. 12, to theend. Hear this word ye kine of Baſhan 
that are in the mountais of Samaria, which oppreſs the 
Poor, which cruſh the needy, the Lord hath Sworn by his 
Holineſs, that loe the days ſhall come upon you, that be 
will take you away with Hooks, and your Foſterity with 
Fiſhhooks, Amos 4.1, 2, 3. Thus the hands of Oppreſlors 
are to be tyed by the Rulers, that neither the Rulers nor 
the Nation may be guilty of their Sins. 

But methinks I hear it ſurmiſed, if the Reliefof Or- 
pnans and Priſoners for Debt, be a Duty Incumbent to 
the Parliament, their other great affairs of the Nations 
not yet ſctled, give them no leiſure, and there will be 
time enough for that, when matters of greater concern- 
ment to the Publick are ſetled. | 

In anſwer to which it is humbly prayed that So/omer: 
may in this be conſulted, withhold not good from them to 
whom it is due, whenit is in the Power of thine hand to do 
it, ſay not unto thy Neighbour go and come again, and to 
morrow Twill give when thou haſt it by thee, Prov. 3.27 28. 
The preſent preſſures of want and confinement are ſuch 
uneaſic and unſupportable Burdens, that like diſeaſes at 
the higheſt Criſis call for immediate Relief,and the timing 
of mercy to the neceſiitous exigent, enlargeth the valuear 
the double Rate; whereas when remedies are deferred, 
the conſequence 1s fo fatal that the Remedy becomes 
ineffectual; many of theſe are run to that extremity of 
Poverty that they can hold out no longer without ſup- 
plies. 

Secondly, Delay in this caſe may be Fatal, for that 
Reiſons may happen for Pcorogations or Diſſolution, 11 
which caſc the Power is out of you to do the good you 
intended; and as theſe things were attempted at by tie 


{157 mer 


Þ SGT 


94 


( 28 ) 
tormecr Houſe of Commons, and ſo much poft pored, all 
Endeavours came to nothing and ſo 1t may be with you, 
itnot immediately and with afte&t accompliſhed. 

Thirdly, This may juſtly be taken 1n on the publick 
account, in that it isnot oy the Removal of the cry- 
ing Sins of Oppreſſion, and preventing of the Wrath of 
God for it, and procuring the bleſſing of Heaven for 
Juſtice and Mercy ; but that in reſpeEt, there is ſo much 
need of Men, both for Arms and other Services in the 
Country”; ſuch ſpeedy diſcharge of Priſoners will give a 
great ſupply to both, and nothing can tend more to the 
quicting of the Nations than the ſpeeding an Act of In- 
demnity,and ſuch a Goal-delivery, by which means men 
will chearfully apply themſelves to Arms for their Ma- 
zeſtice ſervice and defence of the Nations, and to Induftry 
to maintain the charge of the Wars, and without which 
diſcontent will ferment,and men will be ſloathful ; but by 
ſuch As of Mercy and Clemency, the SubjeQs in gene- 
ral will aſſure themſelves of their Majeſties Paternal Af- 
feftion towards all the SubjeQs in their Obedience, and 
gratitude in the relief of their Oppreil.on will oblicge 
them to-a firm continuance in Obeatenceand grateful re- 
turn-of ſuch Indulgence, by all the ſervice they may be 
capable off. 

And we find that Mercy hath always been valued as 
the Nobleſt Virtue : It was faid of that great Emperor 
Fulins Ceſar, that his mercy to his Enemies, made him 
asgreat as his Sword in his Vi&tories ; and Tally in his 
Elogy of him, faith, That he could remember all things 
except Injuries :It's Storicd of the Lacedemonzans,that they 
deſired of their Gods that they might nos be Cruel to 
their Enemies; for that they were of Opinion, that a Cru- 
el Vindicative Spirit, could Act nothing that was truly 
Glorious; and we find in holy Writ, that of all the Divine 

Attributes 


( 29 ) Fe 
all Attributes God doth Glory moſt in that of Mercy, and 
ou, in his glorious appearance to Moſes, proclames himſelf 
| the Lord God Merciful ard Gracious, Long ſuffering, 
ck abundant in Goodneſs, keeping mercy for Thouſands, for- 

y- giving Iniquity ' and Tranſgreſſion, Exo. 34.6, 7. The 
of Lrophet Jeremiah informs us, how much the Lord glory- 
or eth in his Attribute of Mercy, Let him that gloryeth, glory 
ch in this, that he kuowoth me, that I am the Lord which do 
16 exerciſe Loving Kindneſs, Tudgment and Righteouſneſs in 
2 the Earth, for in theſe things do I delight, ſaith the Lord, 
1e Fere. 9. 23, 24. and the Prophet Micah, acquaints us, that 

Mercy 1s the thing wherein God dothnot only delight in 

himſelf, but chiefly requires of Man, Ze hath ſhewed thee, 


O Man, what is good, and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do juſtly, and love Mercy, and walk humbly 
with thy God, Micah 6. 8 -and the great Law-giver Jeſus 
Chriſt tells us from Zo. 6. 6. that God delights in Mer- 
cy rather than in Sacrifice, Mar. 12. 7. 

Therefore 0 Noble Patriots! that I may conclude and 
detain you no longer from your great affairs, look on the 
Poor Orphans and Priſoners for Debt, as undoubted Ob- 
zes of compaſſion, and Subjes of miſery, conſider 
that they are hungry and you ſhould feed them, they are 
Sick and in Prifon and you ſhould viſit them, and that 
your reward in ſo doing is that immortal Crown of Glo- 
| ry, that negleC& thereof is Eternal damnation, Math. 

25. 31. to the end. Remember what the Judgment was 
of the Cruel Servant, who ſhewed not mercy unto his 
fellow Servants, and what Chriſt faith thereupon, ſo /ike- 

wife ſhall my Heavenly Father do unto you, if ye from 
 wcur hearts forgive not every one thtir Treſpaſſes, Matth. 

18, 23. to theend, forbearing one anether, forgiving one 

another, if any man have a quarrel againft any, even as 

Chriſt forgave you ſo do ye, Col. 3. x3, 14. Conſider ſeri- 

E ouſly 
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ouſly that Scripture, f thou forbear to deliver them that 
are drawn unto death, and thoſe that are ready to be ſlain, 
if thoy ſayeſt, behold we knew it not, doth not he that ponder- 
eth the heart conſider it, and he that keepeth thy Soul 
deth not he know it, and ſhall not he render to every one 
according to his works 2 Prov. 24.11, 12, Whoſo ſtoppeth 
his Ears at the cry of the Poor, he alſo ſhall cry himſelf, 
and ſhall not be heard, Prov. 21.13, Conſider thar 
pattern of Prayer, Forgive us our Debts, as we forgive our 
Debtors, Maith.6. 12. which 1s not only a direQory for 
our application to God, but tacitly a tederal and recipro- 
cal Contract with God, that we ſhall as fully, and frankly 
remit Debts due unto us, as we would have or expect our 
Debts to be remitted unto us, as well in reference to 
quality as quantity; and being fully perſwaded that your 
Compallion is great towards theſe Poor Miſerable Priſo- 
ners tor Debt, and that your purpoſe is not only to com- 
paſſionate their Miſeries, but alſo to deliver them from 
their Oppreſſions ; and conſidering that the bountiful 
Creator loves a chearful gtver,and that to ſuch isthe bleſ- 
ſing promiſed, The liberal Soul ſhall be made fat, and 
he that watereth ſhall alſo be watered himſelf, Prov. 
"TREDA 

th that hath pity on the TFoor, lendeth to the Lord, 
aud that which he hath given will he pay him again, Prov. 
Ig. 17. It will be worth your noble Conſideration to 
diſtinguiſh the quality of Priſoners now for Debr, where- 
of there are many of good Families, many formerly of 
good Credit and Eſtates, Men of Parts, Ingenuity, and 
Induſtry, who if at Liberty may be capable to recover 
their Reputations, and acquire Eſtates, and procure 
themſclves good Credit in the World, who though at 
preſent may fafely ' ſwear themſelves within the Com- 
prehenſion of Five pound or Ten pound Acts for relief of 
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Debtors, however to avoid refle&tion on their Familics, 
or the diſparagement of their former Credit in the World, 
would not willingly be brought under ſuch'narrow Qua- 
lifications, if they could avoid it with your Pleaſure ; to 
have ſpecial regard of ſuch will eminently extol your 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; Caſt thy Bread «pon the Waters, 
for thou ſhalt find it after many days; give a Portion to 
Seven, and alſo to Eight, for thou knoweft not what Evil 
ſhall be upon the Earth, Feclef. 11. 1, 2. But as Beggars 
thould be no chuſers, this, with the whole, is humbly 
ſubmittedto your Wiſdom and Clemency, that ye may 
procure the Bleſſings, and avert the Judgments above 
mentioned, draw forth your Bowels of compaſſion in 
the foregoing Caſes. 

And that their Majeſties may have a laſting, glorious, 
and ſucceſsful Reign, that ye may be the Preſervers of 
thoſe that are ready to die, that your Names may be writ 
with Honour in the Annals of your Country, that your 
Light may riſe in Obſcurity, and your Darkneſs be as 
Noon-day, that the Lord may guide you, and fatisfie 
your Souls in drought, and make fat your Bones, and 
make you like a watered Gardenand like a Spring of Wa- 
ters, whoſe waters fail not, and your coming together, 
may be for the healing of the Nations, and your Names 
may be writ in the Lambs Book of Life, ſhall be the 
EfteCual Prayer of all good Men, eſpecially of the poor 
oppreſſed City Orphans and Priſoners for Debt. 
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